[The metabolism of alcohol].
Ethanol is rapidly and almost completely absorbed by the digestive tract, mainly in the small intestine. Alcohol is then metabolized mainly in the liver where it is converted into acetaldehyde. Two systems contribute to this metabolization, the predominant alcohol dehydrogenase pathway, and the pathway controlled by the microsomal ethanol oxidizing system (MEOS), which is inducible and is also involved in the metabolism of other drugs. Acetaldehyde is then metabolized to acetate, which largely leaves the liver to be converted into acetyl-CoA in other tissues. Alcohol is oxidized preferentially to other energetic substrates, leading, in turn, to a decrease in oxidation of lipids which are stored in adipose tissue.